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PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
No. 


. OF THE TRUE IDEA OF INTERIOR ANNIHILATION OR NOTHINGNESS. 


When we use the phrase “ fnterior annihilation,” we of course use it in 
mitigated or qualified sense, as meaning not an entire extinction of any prin- | : 
ciples within us, but only an extinction of certain irregularities of their action. | 
In other words, it is not an absolute annihilation; but only the annihilation 

of any thing and every thing which. is wrong —the annihilation of What the 
scripture calls the “old man,” in distinction from the new man, created anew 
in Christ Jesus. Perhaps we should not reeur.to this form of expression at 
all, nor make any remarks upon it, although it is sometimes a convenient one 
in the description of internal experience, were it not that it is often employed, 
or some phrase of equivalent import, in writers, particularly those of an 
ancient date, on the interior. religious life. J belicgy.e,also, it is quite common, 
among many Christians at the present tinie, to speak in rather a loose way of 
their Nothingness, of the importance of feeling that they are othing, and 
the like; which shows that this form of expression indicates the existence of - | 
some great practical truth, although it may be but indistinctly developed, | iT 
_ Which is clear to the religious mind. We shall give our ideas on this sub-_ “tal 
ject, as plainly and concisely as we can. aa 
First.— The state of inward annihilation is characterized, in the first g 4S 
place, by the extinction of all unregulated or unsanctified love of created De “y 
things, or “love of the creatures,” as it is sometimes.expressed. Accordingly, He | ‘gh 
we cannot say that a person is interiorly lost or annihilated, who is in any EE 
degree the slave of his appetites. The action of the appetites, when directed 
to their original objects, and when subjected to the regulation of a pur ified 
conscience, is undoubtedly consistent with this state: that is to say, when + 
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they are exercised, not from a view to the mere pleasure which they afford, 


but in accordance with their primitive constitution, and consequently in — 


accordance with the will of God. But he who takes delight in the pleasures 


of the senses and indulges the lower appetites of our nature, that the attend- ~ 


ant pleasures rather than the original objects of the senses may be realized, 
has not so crucified and slain himself that he can be said to be inwardly 
annihilated. There is still within himself the germination and the growth of 
that form of selfish gratification which may pr ns be called a “love of the 
creatures.” 

A similar statement may be made in regard to those wrineipies which a are 
understood to be higher in rank than the Appetites; and which, in order to 
distinguish them from the ower or appetitive part of our nature, may prop- 
erly be denominated the Propensities and the. Affections — such as the social 
propensity, the desire of knowledge, the desire of esteem, the filial affection, 
the parental affection, friendship, and the love of country. If these propen- 
_ sive principles and affections, whatever comparative rank they may sustain, 
“are not perfectly subordinated to the principle of supreme. love to God, if 
they exist in such a degree as to be in conflict with what the law of God 
requires, then it is very clear that the state’‘of mind does not exist, which, In 
the language of religious experience, is denominated “ interior annihilation.” 
There is still a vigorous portion of the life of the “cld man,” which bas not 
been slain. .And hence it is, that we lay down the extinction of. the love of 


created things or of “love of the creatures,” with the explanation and illus- . 
tration of the meaning of the terms just given, as one of the characteristics of . 


the state of mind under consideration. Of a person who is thus interiorly 
annihilated, it can be truly said, “he is erucified to the world, and the world 
crucified to him.” 

Seconp. — Another mark or : characteristic of that state of mind which is 
described as interior annihilation, is the extinction of self-will. He who is 


annihilated and lost to himself, has no will of his own. We ought to remark — 


here, that, when we speak of the extinction of inordinate creature love and of 


self-will, we do not mean to imply thet the mind is rendered naturally ar. 


physically incapable of ‘sneli irregular exercises. But merely that the work 
of grace on the heart has’ been so deep that there is, at the present time, 
a practical extinction of all such wrong internal acts. We are no longer 
troubled with them. Acting from supreme love to God has become the con: 


~~ firmed principle and habit of the mind; so that sensual pleasure, and worldly 


applause, and private ends of w belever kind, have lost their power. We 
have no pleasure of our cwn; we have no desires of our own; we have no 
will of our own. Under all circumstances, rejecting all wisdom and all plans 
originating in ourselves, our inquiry is, “ What wilt thou have me to do 2” 
“ God within us,” the divi ine Image, living operatively in the soul, is the all- 
powerful and absorbing principle. 

Tuirp. — The state of interior nothingness is characterized, further, by the 
extinction of the power of antecedent evil habits, A paren may be sancti- 
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| _ fred to God, his heart may be pure in the divine sight, and still there may be: 
a-constant struggle on the part of the “old man,” or the “ old nature,” to re-_ 
Zz gain possession. It is difficult to explain this, viz. that a truly holy heart may 
: still have a struggle antagonistical to sin, and oftentimes a fearful struggle : ; 
but it is probably owing, in addition to the direct temptations of Satan, to the 
tremendous power of antecedent evil habits. The principle of self-love, for 
instance, may be brought to its true subjective position and become a holy 
principle ; and yet, in consequence of its previous habits of inordinate exer- 
cise, there may be a strong tendency, which requires constant resistance, to 
resume its former position of irregularity and sin. This tendency is not, pro- 
perly speaking, in the principle itself; but is forced upon it exterorly, if we 
-may so express it, by the law of habit; and therefore, although it is extremely 
dangerous, it is not necessarily sinful. The idea here may perhaps be illus- 
trated in the case of the reformed inebriate. He-has refrained from drink-. | 
ing; but the influence of the antecedent law of habit is still felt in his system. | 
He is no longer guilty of the sin of drinking ; but his liability to fall into this 
sin is greatly increased by his antecedent evil habit. Thisis mysterious, but | 
itis true. He feels that, in consequence of his former evil habits, the enemy 
is near at band and in great power ; that his danger is thereby increased, and 
that he must always be in the attitude of watchfulness and of resistance. 
Something like this is the case with those who have just entered into a state 
of sanctification, The enemy is cast out; but he avails himself of the influ- 
Y ence of the law of habit, to take a hostile attitude aud to seek a re-entrance. 
| Now when a person has experienced the state of interior nothingness, as 
it is conveniently, perhaps, and yet not accurately termed, he has, by divine 
grace, not only succeeded in conquering sin in the gigantic forms of creature- 
love and of self-will, but in breaking down the perplexing influence and the 
unfavorable tendency of former habits. And hence there is a vast accession 
to his power, and to his tendency to union with God. Satan himself, in the 
presentation of his temptations, has comparatively but little influence over 
such a soul. He has, comparatively speaking, no basis to operate upon, no 
Way of secret, circuitous, and-indirect attackgbut must-come boldly.up and... 
make his attack, face to face, as he didin his temptation of the blessed Savior. 


_ And this he would rather not do if he can eppragel the object of his attack 
in some other way. 


Fourru. — It is a further characteristic of the slide’ state, which’ we are 
considering, that a person in this state of mind has no disposition to exercise 
_self-refleeting acts, originating either in undue self-love or in a want of faith. 
What I mean to say is, that, when he has done his duty, he no longer turns 
back upon himself and asks, as the half-way Christian often does, What does 

the world think of me? Divested of all selfish purposes and aims, and having 
no will of his own, he acts deliberately and supremely for God ; and therefore 
he feels that whatever is done, so far as motives and intentions are con- 
cerned, is well done. In that respect no trouble enters his mind. There is 
no need of retrospection ; no need of apologies to cavillers. Indeed, he can 
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scarcely be said to exercise retrospective acts and reflections upon himself in 
any sense whatever. Such acts seem to be, to some extent, inconsistent with 
the fact that his heart is fixed exclusively upon an object owt of himself. 
What is done stands written in the record of his Divine Master; and there 
he leaves it. His whole soul is given to the present moment. The present 
moment is given to God. 

_ Firtra.— Another and remarkable characteristic of this state of mind j is, 
this. He who is the subject of it, is dead and crucified to all internal } joys” 


sympathy with those who are always crying, “ Make me happy.” “ Pay me 
well, and I will be holy.” Personal happiness, as a supreme or even asepa- 
rate object of desire, never enters his thought. Jt makes no difference what 


the mind. He is willing to abandon and sacrifice even the pure and sublime 
flows from communion with those who, like himself, are sanetified to God. 


to self. Whether he is tempted or not tempted, interiorly and it. the bottom 
of his heart he can say, all is well. Whether he suffers or does not suffer, 
the throne of peace is erected in the centre of his soul. Wretchedness and 
joy are alike. He welcomes sorrow, even the deepest sorrow of the heart, 
with as warm a gush of gratitude as he welcomes happiness, 1r THE WILL 


or Gop Is ACCOMPLISHED, In that will his-soul is lost, as in a bottomless 
ocean. 7 


no account of raptures, visions, extacies, special illuminations, sudden and 
remarkable impressions, or any thing of the kind, except so far as they tend, 
which is sometimes not the case, to extinguish self, and to lead the soul into 
the abyss of the supreme Divinity. 
FInaLy, the soul, that has reached the centre of its Nothing, (that i is, 18 
absolutely and for ever nothing relatively to se/f,) remaiys without resistance 
in the hands of God, like clay in the hands of the potter. It has become per- 
fectly pliable and impressible to the divitié touch. Such a soul is peculiarly 
the subject of that ennobling form of prayer, Which is called in certain writers 
the Receptive or Passive Prayer. Entirely divested of those habits of self- 
in the-divine presence: “Like the placid lake, that receives and reflects to the 
eye of the beholder the i image of trees and flowers on its banks, returning 
image for image, without a stem disarranged, or a petal broken ; so in all the 
hidden aspirations which it constantly sends forth, it passively and almost 
unconsciously receives and reflects the image. of God—an image which is 
not distorted by the mixture of self-originated acts, nor marred by the dis- 
urbing power of internal agitation. God loves to leave the impress of his 
blessed image on the self-annibilated soul. And the prayer which it breathes, 
as it is not self-moved, but moves as it is moved upon, may truly be regarded 


also, as well as-to all pleasures and joys of an external kind. He has no 


the form of that happiness is, whether pleasures of the senses or pleasures of ~ 
pleasure, almost the only consolation Jeft to him in this sad world, which “ 


His true happiness consists in banging upon the Cross, and in being crucified | 


Accordingly, it will not be surprising, when we say further, that he makes” 


activity, Which are so common and so injurious, It remains quietand childlike ~ oi 
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as the praying pr of the Holy Spirit, who “ne dwells in the soul that 
knows itself no more. ee 

We may see, therefore, how strong must be the pos} ition | of the Divine 
Mind, (the Deus aGENS INTER, as it has been expressed i in the Latin ,) in the 
self-annihilated soul. A soul, in the language of Michael de Molinos, “ de- 


-siring as if it did not desire; willing as if it did not will; understanding as 


if it did not understand ; thinking as if it did not think, without inclining to | 
any thing; [that is, independently of the will of God ;] embracing equally 
contempts and honors, benefits and corrections, O what a happy svul is 
this, which is thus dead and annihilated. It lives no longer in itself, because 
God lives in it. And now it may most truly be said of it, that it is a renewed 


because it is changed, and transformed into the divi ine 


image.” 

And again, he says, “We seek ourselves every time we get out of our 
Nothing ; and, therefore, we never get to quiet and perfect contemplation. 
Creep in, as far as ever thou canst, into the truth of thy Nothing ;-and then 


nothing will disquiet thee; nay, thou wilt be humble and ashamed, losing 


openly thy own reputation and esteem. | 
“O what a strong bulwark wilt thou find of that Nothing! Who can ever 


afflict thee, if thou dost once retire into that fortress! Because the soul, 


which is despised by itself and in its own knowledge is nothing, is not capa- 


ble of receiving grievance or injury from any body. ‘The soul, which keeps 


witliin its Nothingness, is internally silent, lives resigned in any torment 


whatsoever, by thinking it less than it doth deserve — is free from abundance. 


of imperfections, and becomes commander of great virtues. While the soul 
keeps still and quiet in its Nothingness, rae Lorp, DRAWS HIS OWN IMAGE | 


AND LIKENESS 1 IN IT, WITHOUT ANY THING TO HINDER A. 


*' See the work, entitled, “ Abstract of the: ew Guide of Michael ds Molinos.” 
Chaps, xix. xx. 


Por the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Ye are come, —to an innumerable company of angels. 


What beautiful scenes open upon us in the sacred volume! It 


1s there we come, not only into the presence of God, to hold 


communion with the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, but also into 

the company of angels; those sinless, bright intelligences, whose 

dwelling place is heaven, but who, nevertheless, are often about 

our path on earth. Blessed are our r eyes that see ; our hearts that 
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278 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
discern the bright and shining truths which are spread out before 
us in the sacred volume. They come up in all the freshness of a 
beauteous landscape — a scene afar off —and yet real, and filling 
the soul with gladness. ‘The ministry of angels ! It is not a 
dream of the imagination. That was no idle, roving fancy, when 
Jacob saw the ladder, and the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending. No, there was inspiration, and heavenly truth in that 
slumber ; truth, which unfolds itself in beautiful reality, in scenes 
acted, throughout the sacred volume. On what one shall I light, 
they are so many and so various? Seest thou Ithyjah, faint and 
weary in the desert? His prayer is uttered, ‘ Take now away my 
life, O Lord;” and he sinks heavily, oppressed with grief, to sleep. 
Saw ye that touch, so light, so gentle, that awoke his slumbers ? 
It was an angel. That angel visit gives him strength, and he 
pursues his journey. Look now into that prison. There lies 
Peter sleeping. He is between two soldiers, and bound with 
chains. An angel enters. It is light in that dark place. No 
taper light; the glory of the Lord is there. Peter awakes — he 
rises — the chains fall off his hands and feet —he binds on his san- 
_dals— throws around him his garment. The angel leads him out. 
His airy tread cannot be heard — the doors, at his touch, leave no 
sound —the heavy iron gate springs lichtly open —all is well. 
’ Peter is safe. An angel goes before him to prepare the wa 
Again it is night. "The shepherds are in the fields, watching 
their flocks. The angel of the Lord descends. Yea, a multitude 
proclaim, in.one prand shout of praise, the birth of Jesus. No 
wonder that a multitude was seen. Methinks they would ask 
leave to come, and, on such an errand, joy to leave heaven. 
Happy messengers | Did not your bosoms swell and glow with 
ten-fold rapture, to proclaim such joyful tidings? And-did ye 
not expect a world would echo back, ‘“ Glory to God?” 
Blessed angels, thrice happy are ye now, to have in charge the 
infant Jesus. His birth you have foretold ; his advent proclaimed. 
Jt is ye who whisper j in his parent’s ear, “ Arise and flee, for He- 
rod seeks his life.” We see yor: come to, soothe his troubled 
spirit in the’ wilderness; and in the dying scene, the closing 
agony, we meet an angel visitor. In the resurrection scene we 
see you. © Angels of God! We hail you still, as visitors of earth, 
to minister to God’s children. And in our weary hours, our 
sei.sons of temptation, of darkness, and of distress, we will belive 
ycu are about us, to lift up our heads and comfort, us, even as ye 
d'd minister to our blessed Jesus. Jesus, whom ye. worship, and 
whom we adore, as ye cannot — for he was slain for tg 


L. 


| | 
iti 
4 
it i 
t 
i 
| 
ty 
ip 
4 
ae 
t 
} 
| 
a} 
| 
‘ j a 
| 
a 
| 
» 
at 


Short Sermon, &c. 979 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SHORT SERMON. 
TO WHICH IS ADDED A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR’S LATE EXPERIENCE. 


Text, Psa. xl. 1—3. “I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined 
unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our ~ many 
shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. ” 


; = Tw. things are observable in this text; the first is, what God 

| did for David ; and the second, what David_ resolves to do for 

ae ee God did for David. - We remark, | 

1. Whatever the work itself was, it was done purely from 

choice, and not because the great Author was under any obliga- 

tion to do it. “He inclined unto me.” God is benevolent. 

Salvation is of grace. 

4 2. The work. “He brought me up ss out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay.’ Now we know of nothing in the 
history of King David ‘that will justify us in interpreting this pas- 

. sage literally. It must, therefore, be understood figuratively and 
spiritually. It discloses to us his true internal experience ; his 
redemption from sin. Sin isa pit, deep and dark. It is full of 
miry clay where there is no standing. It is a “ ine for 

there is nothing but misery and degradation in it. 

3. David does not say he was left in the sides of the pit, or 
so near the pit’s mouth that he must almost necessarily slide back 
into it again, and that, too, as often as he should be brought out. 

n No; he says no such thing ; he intimates no such thing ; but “he 

| brought me up also out of én horrible pit” — or, as it. is expressed 

in another psalm, “he brought me forth into a large place.” 
what does this imply but salvation from all sin? 

4. Mark the safety and joy. “He hath set’'my feet upon’a 
rock, and established my goings. He hath put a new song into 

my mouth, even praise unto our God.” Here is evidence that — 
the believing. soul finds acceptance with God; and here is the ] Joy 
of that evidence. | 
Lastly, All this is done in answer to prayer ; fervent, persever- 
- Ing prayer; in other words, the prayer of faith. What cannot 
and what will not God do in answer to such a prayer? 


Il. Let us consider what David resolves to do for God. This 
is in return. 
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I say in return, in grateful return, for evidently this is the true 
spirit of the passage. The psalmist does not mean that he would | 
remunerate by giving an equivalent for what had been done for 
him. This he could not do, This no man can do; neither is 
any man required to do it. What he resolves to do i is, to show 
- forth his love and gratitude, his sense of obligation, arising from 
the dealings of the Almighty to his soul. This is the return, my 
brethren, we all should make. ‘Many shall see it, and fear, and — 
shall trust in the Lord. the honor of religion, and through 
‘divine grace. 

1. Let many see it in the spirituality of our minds— in our 
love and devotedness to God. Happy would it be if all who 
have named the name of Christ, would separate themselves from 
the spirit of the world and seek communion with God. ‘Then 
would they say with the sweet singer of Israel, ‘My soul is even 
as a weaned child.” 

2. Many should see it in the government of our lives and in 
our conversation. ‘I said I will take heed to my ways, that I 
sin not with my tongue. I will keep my 1 mouth with a bridle, 
while the wicked ts before me.” 

3. Many should see it in our growth in grace — for “ oiving 
all diligence,” let us ‘add to our faith, virtue; to virtue, knowl- 
edge; to knowledge, temperance; to temperance, patience; to 
patience, godliness; to godliness, brotherly kindness ; to brother- 
ly kindness, charity.” ‘Then shall I not be ashamed when I 
have respect unto all thy commandments.” 


4. In the frequency and fervor of our prayers and exhortations: es 


“My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; in the morn- 
ing will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.” ‘“Even- 
ing, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud, and he 
shall hear my voice.”  « Seven limes a day do I praise thee, 
because of thy righteous judgments.” ‘Praise ye the Lord. | 
will praise the Lord with my whole heart in the assembly of the 
upright, and in the congregation.” 
5. Ina tender compassion for the wicked, even though they 
revile us, accompanied with efforts to do them sood., “i alse 
_ witnesses did rise up, they laid to my charge things that I knew 
not. ‘They awarded me evil for good, to the spoiling of my soul. 
But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth ; 
I humbled my soul with fasting, and my prayer returned into 
-mine own bosom. I behaved myself as though he had been my 
friend or brother. I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth 
for his mother.” 


6. In desires and efforts for the conversion of ia world. | 
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Short Sermon, &c. 281 
“There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the | 
end of the world. 4 : 

7. In the choice of our companions. “ Blessed is a. man 
who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful; but. 
his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.” “My ¢ coodness extendeth not to thee, 
but to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in ° 
whom is all my delight.” | 

Finally. Then, when we have done all, many shall see it on 
our dying bed. They shall see how the Christian can die. « Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no: evil, for. thou art with me; thy rod and thy stall they 
comfort me.’ 

The des of all this will be that htne who see it, ‘“‘ shall fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord.” Let your light so shine before men, » 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. 


SKETCH, &c. 


Drar Br. Kine, —At the suggestion of a ical whom I 
highly esteem, and especially as I wish to encourage, by every 
possible means, attention to the subject of vital godliness, I here- | 
by transmit to you a brief sketch of the late dealings of God to 
my soul. Perhaps some thought may be here expressed that shall 
do good to some child of God who is laboring under trials, or 
seeking for daily communion with: «If so, my only object: 
in writing at this time is gained. 

It is now some twenty-four years since, I trust, the Savior for- 
gave me my sins, and made me an heir. of. his grace. Nor is it 
“my intention in the following remarks to speak in a manner that | 
shall indicate in the least, that | undervalue any portion of my 
religious experience since that time. I thank God for all his 
mercies bestowed upon such an unworthy worm as I am. In too 
many instances, however, have I done those things which I ought 
not, and left aii things which should have lian done. My 
pilgrimage has not always been marked with that evenness of 
_ spirit which it is the object of the higher degrees of faith and love 
to promote. But even here, in these exceptions of religious ex- 
perience, I have consolation in the reflection that there is an ad. 
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vocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ the righteous. At no 
time have [ been wholly destitute of hope, though at some sea- 
sons my enjoyments have been greater than others. Recently my =e 
enjoyments have been considerably increased. | 

Sometime during the month of March last, I was called to pass | 
through one of those fiery ordeals which I suppose are common in| 
a greater or less degree to all Christians ; and which, though | did 
not recognize so clearly then as I now do, was, I doubt not, de- 
signed for my good — for the trial of my “faith. The following 
passage of scripture, which I entered in my note-book at the time, 
will indicate what state my mind was in. Gen. xv. 12 — 17. 
“And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram ; and lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him,” de. 
My trial arose from several circumstances, the most portant of | 
which were the following: 

1. A beloved daughter, endeared to = parents by a thousand 
ties, lay, as was supposed, at the point of death for several days ; 

2. An unpleasant state * things, existed in the society with 

which I am connected, which, although it was of short duration, 
seemed to threaten a prostration of all our revival interests which 

were then in progress, if not divide the church itself; which I 
felt would be a very great reproach to the cause of religion. In 
this situation my heart sank within me. My soul was bowed 
down to the very dust. I said, Lord what shall I do? This cup 
truly. isthe wormwood and the gall. | 

It’ ‘pleased the Lord not to leave me. I sought him by prayer, 
and in answer to prayer, he gave me these blessed words, which 
came to me with an unwonted sweetness: ‘Casting all your care 
upon him, for he careth for you.” My heart responded and said, 
Lord, these are thy words, and I will obey. I will obey even 


“No 0 sooner was this pa 9 act performed, than my mind passed 
out of this “smoking,” I like to have said, for so it seemed to 
me, powerfully heated | “furnace,” without suffering either from 
the flames or the transition, otherwise than in the removal of | 


dross. My mind became calm. My soul was filled with peace, 
and I sang, 


“Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, 7 
life or friends away ;_ 
But let me meet them all again, Heed 

In that eternal day.” | 


O how lovely the Savior was in my view. I could have gone into 
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4 thousand such furnaces had he required it. I saw the King i in 
his beauty, and as I gazed upon him, my only wish was that I 
might be like him. My heart was filled with gratitude. Fear 
was dissipated — unless it was the fear that Christ would depart. 
In this respect, I seemed to myself like a child with a dove perch- 
ed upon its folded arms. Between the dove and the child’s heart 


an unutterable sympathy exists. Lest the dove should depart, 


the child cries at every motion of the little visitor, “ Stay, dove, 

'” The figure, I know, is a simple one ; but to me it was 
expressive of a blessed reality. What this. blessing was, I shall 
not pretend to say. I give it no name. It is nameless, for it 
passeth all understanding. It was not rapture, but love ; it was 
not agitation, but peace ; 1t was not the flush of the moment, for 
rf J do not mistake my own consciousness, it continues in a good 


degree. till now. It utters itself, though in reality it is unuttera- 


ble, in such language as this, “He that believeth on the Son of 


God hath the witness in himself.” — “ The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” —“ Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.” 


Thus, dear brother, I have briefly told you of some of the ex- 
ercises of my mind of late. I wish I could tell you more; but 


~ those who will seek communion with God, who will not cimtoat 


themselves with any thing short of “walking with God,” will 
know a thousand times more than I can tell “them. Only have 
faith in God, and it shall be.done. Cast thyself and thy all upon 
him, for he careth for you. = 

I only add, that the influence of the good bend of God upon 
me, of late, is, after giving me an assurance that I am accepted 
In the beloved — | 


1. I find my feelings more sdilined, There 1S in rapture 


than formerly, but more-love ; less depression ofspirit, and 
faith. If trials come — for ‘clouds sometimes return after the 


rain — then one such text as this, accompanied with prayer, puts 


all to rest: “Come, my people; enter thou into thy chambers, 


and shut thy doors about thee ; hide thyself as it were for a little 


moment, until the indignation be overpast.”’ 


2. My soul is relieved of many unnecessary anxieties. For 
one, whose duty it is to feed the flock of God over which the 
Holy Ghost hath made him overseer, to feel anxious and deeply 
anxious for the welfare of his charge, is both natural and proper. 


_ But when he begins to borrow trouble, to look forward with fe- 


verish anxiety to Tesults over which he can have no control, thus 
destroying the peace and harmony of the soul, it is time that this 
department of the soul’s exercises, should be checked. Do thy 
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duty, Christian binder : ; do it faithfully in the Spirit of thy Mas- 
ter, then patiently wait the issue. Thou art not accountable for 
consequences; thou art accountable only for the performance 
of thy duty. Do thy duty; then, rest. Why shouldst thou de- 
stroy thyself ? 


3. A greater pleasure is enjoyed i in the study of the Holy 


Scriptures. Not only are their truths more clearly perceived, but 


more strongly felt and appreciated. word,’ says. the 


psalmist, “is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 


4, Prayer, especially secret prayer, is attended with increasing 


delight. 
5, Greater freedom is enjeyed in the duties of the sanctuary. 
Here the influence has been peculiarly salutary. I cannot say 


that for the last two months I have had one single barren season | 


while speaking in public —though by no means would I make 
this a criterion of my acceptance with God. Nor do I know 
what the effect has been on others. I only know that I have had 


(at least I think so) great help from-the Spirit’s influences. This 


I say for the special encouragement of those in the ministry. 
_ If you would, dear brethren, preach with ease and satisfaction to 

your own souls, I entreat you with a heart that sympathizes in 
your work, and that overflows with love and gratitude for bless- 


ings now enjoyed, seek “ the unction from the Holy One.” “Let 
_ this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”’ You will 


then say, the “one half was never told you.” Believe you may 
receive the blessing, and you shall. X. L. 
May 16th, 1842. a 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. | ig 


SELECT THOUGHTS FROM VARIOUS 


Something must be left as a test of the loyalty of the beeift be Perediee, 
the tree ; in Israel, a Canaanite ; in us, temptation. 


God denies a Christian we but with a design to give him something 


better. 
Looking back is more than we can ‘cstali, without going back. 
The Christian’s fellowship with God is rather a habit, than a rapture. He 


is a pilgrim, who has the habit of looking forward to the light before him; 


he has the habit of walking steadily in the way, whatever be the weather and 
whatever the road, — Cecil. 
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He that has the happy talent of parlor preaching has sometimes done more 
_ for Christ and souls in the space ofa few minutes, than by the labor of many 
hours and days in the usual course of preaching in the pulpit.— Dr. Jatts. 


T look upon personal conversation and prayer with individuals, as among my 
most successful endeavors. Whien I first obtained a hope, I prayed year after 
year, that God would make me the means of saving souls; and I think Ihave 
had evidence that more than one hundred souls have been converted to God, 
through my own direct and personal instrumentality. It is all of God’s grace, 

nothing that I have done. — Harlan Page. 


It is impossible for any rational creature to be happy, Without acting all for 
God. God himself canuot make him happy in any other way.— Brainard. 


Praying unto God without communion, is like talking to a man who nei- 
ther gives an answer, nor a smile, not yet a look. No persons find a heart 
to pray who feel no fellowship with God. Fain would we grow notable by 
doing; it suits our legal spirit; but we can only grow valiant and successful 
by believing. Believing is the Christian’s trade and maintenance. By it he 
obtains pardon and holiness, Naked faith, or a whole and simple trust in 
Jesus, is the gospel instrument which brings salvation, But though faith 
alone, apart from its fruit, is the saving instrument, yet it cannot be alone, or 
without its fruit, where it is saving faith, as St. James declares. Saving faith 
brings heavenly peace, purifies the heart, overcomes the world. If you are 

‘not a real subject of Jesus Christ, you must be a stranger to the blessings of 

his kingdom. The riches are not bestowed upon the outward court worship- 
pers. You must come within: the veil, which is now rent open for access, 
before you view a reconciled Father, and feast upon his grace. If Jesus 

‘Christ kept his court in your bosom, he would make peace there, for He is 

the Prince of peace. Where he reigns, he commands peace. How can 

‘Jesus be your King, if he does not rule in your breast? [Low can you call 

Christ a Savior, if he does not save you from your sins ? 

' _ _I must watch against sin, and pray against it too; yet not rely upon my 
own strén gtrte-eonquer it? but wholly trust'in Jesus, as-my-King, to subdue 
my wil, my tempers, my affectious, by his Spirit, T must wholly trust im | 
Jesus, as my Priest, to wash my guilty conscience in his porple fountain, and 
clothe my naked soul in his righteousness, 

Faith is the master-key to the treasury of Jestis; it opens ‘all the ‘dbats, an 
brings out every store. A heart well nurtured in this precious grace, finds 
the gospel rest. In time of danger or temptation, it flutters not, nor strug- 

< gles hard to help itself, but stands still, and sees the salvation of God, - The 
eye is singly fixed on Jesus ; the heart is calmly waiting for him, and Jesus 
brings relief. 
Once I went to Jesus like a coxcomb, and gave myself fine airs. I used 
him, as a healthy man uses a walking staff, lean an ounce of weight upon it, 
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or vapor with it in the air. But now he is my whole crutch; no foot can stir 
a step without him.— Berridge’s Christian World Unmasked. 


If I parley with my enemies, they prevail. 
. There is one invaluable rule which God observes i in all his dealings with 
the children of men ; “unto him that hath,” uses what he hath, “ shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundantly.” : 
The Christian only shines by reflection ; and therefore if he would fulfil the 
character which St. Paul ascribes to him, he must live under the direct influ- 
ence of the Son of righteousness. | 


If we had more faith, we should have more communion with our blessed - 
Lord in his mediatorial office; and by beholding him as praying to the Fa- ae 
ther to send the promised Comforter, how would our expectations of recelv- ae a 
ing more abundant power from on high be increased !— Mrs. Mortimer. 


While the hallowed soul rejoices to contemplate the perfections of the — o 
Deity, and feels that to reflect his glory is its highest bliss and privilege, its 
sense will be proportionably poignant of its own infirmity, and of the imper- 
fection of its most devoted services. Hence on the mediatorial work of the 
Redeemer, will rest its only hope for pardon and acceptance. — Bulmer. 


Give God thanks for every weakness, deformity, and imperfection, and 


accept it as a favor and grace of God, and an instrument to visit pride, and 


purse humility. — Jer. Taylor. | Ae 


Defilement is inseparable from the world. ~ A man can no where rest his 
_ foot on it without sinking. We are to avoid the danger, rather than oppose 
it. Keep thyself unspotted from the world. — Cecil. Time, 


a 


~ 


Let us take the cross in our hands, and Christ’s name a lips, and 
aan the seal of the Spirit on our forehead, and walk before all men in the strait’ 
road that leads to everlasting life, and we shall soon be disembar rassed of all 
worldly company. — Caroline Fry. | | | 


A, 


When I appeared like the world, in 1 Babylonish garments, I had i its esteem, | , 
i] | | and knew not how to jiart’with it. But when I showed by my appearance, 
1 his that I considered myself as a stranger and foreigner, none can know, but by 

- trying it, what an influence it has on the whole conduct, and what a fence it, 
is to keep us from sinking-into, the ‘spirit-of the world. For there is no 


‘dium; they who are conformed to the fashions, customs and maxims of the 
must embrace its spirit also, — Mrs. Fletcher. 
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Impulses and the Holy Spirit. 


IMPULSES AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
| Man is prone to extremes. When convinced of one, he is in 
danger of going directly into the opposite. ‘Thus when a child of 
God is convinced that he cannot follow his feelings as a rule of 
duty, he is in danger of going to the opposite extreme and follow- 
ing impulses. “The enemy “of souls is continually transforming 
himself into an angel of light, so that we have to «“ try the spirits 
whether they are of God.” The fact that we have an impression 
to do something “ right in itself,’ is no evidence that the 3 impres- 
sion comes from God. When Satan finds your heart fully set in 
you to do the will of God, and he cannot draw you away into - 
open sin, he will then endeavor to give a wrong direction to your 
good intentions, and try to make you injure the cause of Christ by 
your unwise attempts. to do good. Now if Satan may influence 
us to do things in themselves right, how can we distinguish be- 
tween his influence and that of the Spirit of God? Satan cannot 
melt the soul in love. For example, an individual of my acquaint- 
ance, whose heart was full of the love of God, and wished to do 
his whole will, had a very strong impression, which followed her 
night and day, that she must warn every sinner in the village in 
which she then lived. — | saw there was something peculiar on her | 
mind, and asked her whatit was. With great reluctance she told. 
me. I asked her if she had felt her heart drawn out in love for 
those souls ? She thought a moment — light broke into her mind 
—and she said, Now I know it is the devil; for always before, 
when I have felt it my duty to warn sinners, e have felt my soul 
drawn out in prayer for them. 
_ Impulses drive us blindfold — the ee ‘melts and draws the 
man who ‘follows his feelin iS a ‘ship continually 
driven by a tempest, or laying ina dead calm, while he who gives | 
himself up to impulses, is sailing in the whirlpool of death. . 
¥ou ask; How’ shall we against these two extremes?” If 
you are a child of God and filled with his Spirit, you will soon 
learn the voice of the enemy. Christ says, ‘“ His sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice ;” but “ they know not the voice of 
strangers.” 

The influence of impulses on the soul is like the simoon wind, 
which stamps death upon every living thing that comes in its way ; 
while that of the Spirit is like a summer's breeze, attended with. 
a genial shower of rain, spreading new life and vigor wherever it 


goes, — Legacy. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


‘THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE BEFORE THE WORLD IS 
CONVERTED. | 


What a vast field is spread out before the rightly-directed and 


sanctified mind for contemplation! Here are objects the most 


noble, grand, stupendous — objects sufficient in importance to call. 


forth its mightiest energies. Here the most toWering intellect, 
under the influence of crace, will find ample scope for action. In 


surveying the field for intellectual achievments, how is every moral | 


fecling shocked and pained at the sight! How deplorable the 
condition of our beloved country! What a fearful amount of in- 
-tellectual darkness! And who will step forth to redeem this 
mighty mass of imperishable intellect? Who will dive into the 
pool of degrading ignorance, and, seizing the prey from the mon- 
ster, bring up the gems of immortal spirits, “flashing with the 
light of intellect and clowing with the hues of Christian graces ?”’ 
Who will step forward as the benefactor of mankind? Who will 


come forward as master spirits in the noble and Heaven-appro- 


bated work of mental illumination ? | 


The physical condition of a large proportion of our race is ex- 


— tremely wretched. Look at our cities, large towns, villages, and 
even at the “country waste,” and what “physical wretchedness 
every where abounds! What an appalling spectacle! How 
many are destroying their noble bodies by crime ; and how many 
are lingering out a miserable existence, weltering in “mire and 


filth | a9 Wheie are the Howards who will come forward, amid — 


reproach and suffering, to annihilate the physical condition of 
man? Let the sanctified intellects come forw ard to the rescue. 
And what an awful spectacle does man’s moral condition - ex- 


hibit! What a’ ‘love for sin, and utter disregard of Heaven’s 


commands! What crimes are every where perpetrated by nearly 
all ranks, classes and conditions of society! How does profane- 
ness, licentiousness, intemperance, Sabbath breaking, theft, idol- 
atry, avarice, lust, pride, profligacy and sensuality, almost every 
where shown Who will appear to stem this desolating torrent 


of vice and wickedness ? Where are the professed followers of 


Wesley ? 


The. social state ae man oe another heart- rending exhibi- 
tion. -Who can behold the “smiles which conceal rancor; vo- 
_ciferous praise alloyed with envy, and dying away with the whis- 
pers of calumny ;” the jealousies, distrusts, collisions, strife, hos- 
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tility, contentions, animosity, recrimination, acrimony and. war, 
which every where disturb and destroy the peace and happiness 
of man, without feeling their “ spirit move” within them? What 
a dark, desolate field is here exhibited ! What a field for sancti- 
fied action! 

This fallen, wretched, unreeenerate world, is spread out in 
slowing colors before us. Here is enough to arouse every mental 
energy, to awaken every sympathy. Here is enough for both 
sexes to do; yea, enough for all. ‘The world is to be redeemed ; 
the deathless spirit is to be saved. Who will not come forward 
to the work?) Who will come now? Who will consecrate all 
their energies to the work of redeeming this fallen, unhappy 
world from sin? © let us seck for entire ‘sanctification ; without 
this, whatever else we may have, we can never be fully qualified © 
bd this great work, 

New London, Dec., 1841. | 


: For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PRACTICAL THOUGHTS AND EXERCISES.— TEMPTATION, 


That temptation is trial, that it is sometimes keen anguish, every sanctified : 
heart knows. Did we at all times have a distinct perception of the tempter, 
did we see his cloven foot, it might be less so. But he comes so rapt in folds, | 
he so conceals himself, we know net that it is he. Ile is so apt to take ad- 
vantage of the circumstances in which we are placed — the temptation comes 
so naturally — he so deceives us — that we are thrown into a maze, and cannot 
tell whether the thoughts are our own, or are suggested by our enemy. 
Then again the. temptation sometimes s0 presses upon us and follows us, we. 

fear that we may have yielded, and are guilty of sin before God. Ilence 
there is keen suffering. Scruples of conscience sometimes arise about a cer- 
tain course, and we suffer our minds to become too anxious and disquieted ; 
this gives the’ ehemy great advantage over us. Weé'should endeavor by a 
firm confidence in the Lord, to preserve our minds in peace, even in seasons 
of greatest darkness and perplexity ; and to say, and to feel, that the Lord will 
in due season direct, and shed light upon our path, Satan does still appear 
as “the accuser of the brethren” — he loves to mar our peace. His grand 
attack upon the Christian is to weaken his faith, and thus separate him from 
Christ. He knows that Christ is the believer’s life, and if he can separate 
the soul from him, then he is his sure prey. But to all his wily devices, or 
barefaced suggestions, we have a sure resort, viz., to the blood of sprinkling ; 
the present application of which is life to the soul. So that, if we have sinned, we 
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may now by faith be healed. But we may, for our comfort, bear in mind that 
temptation is not sin. “Evil into the mind of man may come and go, and | 
yet so unapproved as léaves no stain behind.” What sanctified heart has not 
experienced the truth of this sentiment t Ij ig not the bare presentation of 
evil to the mind that makes us guilty before God? If so, then had our Savior 
not been sinless. It is the entering into temptation, the consenting of the 
heart and will to the evil suggestion that brings condemnation. If in time of 
temptation, we can at once lift up our hearts to God and find some precious 
truth on which to stay our minds, we may feel a degree of confidence that 
we are not consenting to the evil, but do abhor and watch and pray against 
it. Satan will attack us, but he has no power against us, if we determine, in 
the strength of the Lord, to give sin no quarter. He is still going about 
seeking his prey, and none but those who have on the whole armor of God 
can completely overpower him. Says our Savior, watch and pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation. It is easier to watch and keep our enemy at bay, than 
to overcome the tempter when once he enters into the heart. With all dili- 
gence we must keep the heart. Let us not parley with the tempter. It was 
‘when Eve began to listen to his suggestions, to reason with the enemy, that 
he gained her over to a wilful disobedience of God’s command —and what 
ruin has one sin brought into our world ? Let us not think of the least. sin, Is 
not a littleone2 | 

- But even in temptations themselves, paintlil:s as they are, is s there not some | 
benefit ?. How could we know the power and sweetness of delivering grace, 
did we not sometimes feel the anguish of temptation? Are not temptations 
part of our daily food, which the Lord gives us? Is not discipline as neces- 
sary for us as indulgence? Do not temptations show us wliat we are, and 
increase our confidence in the Lord? By them are we not proved and tried, 
as gold in the furnace, seven times purified? Do they not learn us to en- 
dure, to suffer patiently ? | 

‘Seeing there is a needs be for trial, for a warfare with the powers of dark- 
ness, let us prepare our souls for the contest by a constant, unyielding. faith 
in Christ. Faith is our shield by which we may ward off our enemy. It is 
by faith we stand; by faith we conquer; by faith we ‘triumph. Well might 
Paul say, in enumerating the Christian armor, “ Above all, taking the shield of 
faith.” And does he not assure us, that by this we shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked? Let us, then, take courage and fight manfully 


the good fight of faith; and not be cast down and overpowered when our 
spiritual foes rise against us. 
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Poetry. 


Domestic anp nc, for 1843, is the of a new book 
about to be published by D.5. ¢. It is a poettical work, selected from 


-the’notes of one of Zion’s sweetest songsters. We copy” Ahe follow ing as 


appropriate to our pages. — 


SOMETIMES UPWARD LIFT MINE EYES. 


Sometimes | upward lift mine eyes, \ 


And, filled with pleasure, see 
~ The happy hosts that throng the skies — — 
The blood-washed company. 


How beautiful their robes, I say ; 
Their garments all, how white! 
Fair as the sun’s ascending ray, 
And clear as noon-day light. 


O, Savior, thou hast made them clean, 
The garments that they wear ; 

And all, who wash in Thee their sin, 
May in those garments share. 


I too may wear that spotless dress, — 

Its beauty I may prove ; ae ~ 
It is the robe of Holiness, — 

The dress of Perfect Love. 


THE DIVINE LIFE. | 
* But he that is is joined to the Lord, is one spirit.” 1 Cor. vi. 17. 


sacred union the Perfect Mind! 
Transcendent bliss, which Thou alone canst give | 

How blest are they this pear! of price who find, | 
And, dead to earth, have:learnt in Thee to 


Thus, in thine arms of love, O God, I lie, 

Lost, and for ever lost, to all but Thee. 

My happy soul, since it hath learnt to die, 
Hath found new life in thine Infinity. 


O go, and learn this lesson of the Cross; _ 
And tread the way, which saints and prophets ad. 
Who, counting life, and self, and all things logs, 
Have found in inward death the life of God. 
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RESTORATION’ TO THE DIVINE IMAGE. 


- We are changed. into the same image from glory to glory, eveni as PY: the Spirit of the 
: Lor,” 2 Gor. it. 


Upon the morning flower the det s small drop, 
So small as scarcely to arrest the eyey 
Receives the rays from all ef heaven’s wide cope, 
And images the bright and boundless sky. | 
And thus the heart, when ’tis renewed by grace, 
Recalled from error, purified, erect, 
Receives the image of Jehovah’s face, 


And though a drop, the Godhead doth reflect. i 
It hath new light, new truth, new purity, . { | 

A rectitude unknown in former time, | 
A love, that in its arms of charity 

Encircles every land and every clime ; Pe 


Submission, and in God a humble trust, 3 
And quickened life to all, that’s pure and kind and just, 


Let no reflections on the past good or ill of life, prevent giving 
the present moment to Christ. 
Not giving up entirely all our former experiences, whether 
vood or bad, and limiting all reflections upon our own or others’ 
conduct, farther than they help to bring all pertaining to us inte 
the thediation of Christ, is the way to hinder the work of God in 
our souls. 
Acknowledge God in all the dispensations of his providenee. 
as well as grace; for the evil as well as the good, is under his 
permission and control; and viewed | in that light, are calculated | 
to effect the best ends. | 


If we dé.net'see God in all things, and all in “Goa, we neither 


nor do, nor suffer 


(> This being the Jast number of the present volume, we have placed 
some remarks on the second page of the cover to which we w ould call the 
attention of our readers. Will you do us the favor to read them ? 
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